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German Robotics Company, First
Success of 2009
LEADS’ first 2009 success came early this year. Vulkan Technic, a German robotics
company, that LEADS had been working with since July of 2008, announced the opening of
their North American office here in Cheyenne on January 14th. With the signing of their lease
agreement for a temporary downtown office, they have started building their North American
operations.
Currently only one employee from Germany is here working on setting up the U.S.
arm of the company. Gregor Trierscheid, Manager for North American Operations, is happy
to relocate himself and to expand the company
to the United States, and specifically, to Cheyenne. “Cheyenne is a great place to open our
U.S. operations,” stated Trierscheid. “It is
centrally located in the US and the proximity
to the University of Wyoming is key because
we need skilled people that want to stay in the
profession so their experience and knowledge Gunter Harz, Gregor Trierscheid, Randy Bruns, Scott Sutherland and
is not lost within a few years if they were to Edgar Caspers, sign agreement.
move to another company.”
With plans to have anywhere from five to ten employees by the end of the year located
here, Trierscheid and Vulkan Technic have a lot of work to do. Trierscheid is working on
obtaining visas and getting all the legal work done for the company here in the United States.
They will then begin working on building their presence on the North American continent,
first focusing on service for their current clients and then growing their client base.
LEADS is excited to have an international manufacturing company choose Cheyenne as its
North American home. “This is a great accomplishment for Cheyenne and Laramie County,”
stated Scott Sutherland, vice president of Cheyenne LEADS. “To have a high-tech German
robotics company choose Cheyenne as the site for its North American headquarters says a lot
to others within the industry about where Laramie County is headed in the future.” Not only
are we excited, but we think this early success is a forecast of what is to come this year!
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To: LEADS Members
From: LEADS Board of Directors Marketing
Committee Chair, Leigh West

A Special Thank You to
these members:
A.G. Andrikopoulos
Resources
Cheyenne Pet Clinic
Cheyenne Regional
Medical Center
Dr. Larry Meuli
First American Title Co.
First Cheyenne Federal
Credit Union
First National Bank of
Wyoming
Five-R Construction
Freudenthal & Bonds, PC
GAP West Broadcasting
Halley & Murray LLC
Hunter Engineering

Last year, as we began the process of developing our budget for the
next fiscal year, we quickly realized that if we were going to accomplish
Marv’s Place
the goals and objectives established by our membership and board we
McGee, Hearne, Paiz
were going to have a budget short fall. Further analysis pointed out
Pappas & Pappas Architects
that we have not changed our membership dues structure since 1986,
Paul Lowham
the year of LEADS inception. We recognized that we need to develop
Poor Richards
more appropriate dues structure carefully and thoughtfully and that will
Puma Steel
ReMax Properties
happen over the course of this year.
Saturn of Cheyenne
But that still did not solve the shortfall in revenue that we were
Structural Solutions
looking at for 2009. The difficult decision we faced was how could we
Tharp Properties
Unicover Corp.
continue to meet our objectives this year and not cut important developWalter Urbigkit
ment activities. We decided to ask our members to make a one-time
Wayne & Pat Johnson
special investment in LEADS to help us through this year.
WinHealth
Woodard & White
Thanks to your confidence in the important work we do, many
members sent in additional support. The members that have contributed to date are on the left.
Our sincere thanks for your vote of confidence in LEADS and support of our mission!

Mark Your Calendars, It’s Banquet Time!

Time sure does fly! The 2009 Annual Membership Meeting and Banquet is almost here
and we hope that you are ready to join us once again. This year the Annual Banquet will
be held at the Holiday Inn with a great speaker and a dinner of steak and trout. The event
will be on Friday, March 13.
Business owner, speaker, sales trainer, author, salesman . . .our speaker, Tom Reilly,
is all of these. Since 1981, Tom has traveled globally sharing his content-rich message of
hope. Tom is literally the guy who wrote the book on Value-Added Selling. Additionally,
he has written twelve other books including Crush Price Objections. His award-winning column,
Strictly Sales, appears monthly in Industrial Distribution magazine. Tom is also a faculty member
for University of Industrial Distribution. Prior to moving back to St. Louis in 1981 to pursue a
full-time speaking and sales training career, Tom owned and operated a chemical company in
Houston, Texas. His motto is simple: “Add Value . . . Not Cost. Sell Value . . . Not Price!”®
You will not want to miss this opportunity to hear this great speaker talk about a value approach
to our community and our businesses during these challenging times. On Saturday, March 14,
Mr. Reilly will present a half day seminar under the sponsorship of Manufacturing-Works and
Cheyenne LEADS. The Saturday seminar will be an expansion of Reilly’s keynote speech on
Friday but directed specifically to businesses. That event is $50 per person for LEADS members.
If you have any questions or would like to make reservations early for either event, please call
the LEADS office at 638-6000.
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New Members

WELCOME
BLOEDORN LUMBER

Contact: Ross Archie,
Manager
1551 Stillwater Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82009
(307) 632-0578
(307) 632-7052 Fax
Email:
rarchie@bloedornlumber.com
Website: bloedornlumber.com
Business Member
Building materials including lumber,
doors, windows, kitchen cabinets, paint,
hardware, composite decking, fencing,
trusses, I-joists, LVL’s, tools and many more
items.

CONNIE SLOAN-CATHCART
725 Co. Road 140
Carpenter, WY 82054
(307) 649-2480
Email:
director@unitedwayoflaramiecounty.org
Individual Member

WILLIAM C. BEAMAN
P. O. Box 606
Cheyenne, WY 82003

JOHN VAN GULIK
9195 W. 6th Avenue
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 345-2807
Email: jvangulik@pinkardcc.com
Individual Member

(307) 433-2180
Individual Member

Wyoming Senate Revenue Committee Says No
to Exemption for Economic Development
As has been reported in previous newsletters, nearly two years ago Cheyenne LEADS
applied for a property tax exemption for our developed but vacant land in our business parks.
That exemption was denied by the Laramie County Assessor and that decision was appealed to
the State Board of Equalization. The Board of Equalization also denied the exemption under
existing Wyoming law. Both during and after this process, it was suggested that LEADS seek
legislative clarification in the form of a new, specific exemption.
Following that ruling a couple state legislators contacted LEADS and offered to
sponsor legislation to do just that. Ultimately Representative Pete Illoway (Cheyenne) worked to draft language and submit a bill for consideration in the current Legislative
session. With Representative Illoway’s assistance and testimony from the Wyoming Economic
Development Association (WEDA) and others involved in economic development elsewhere in
Wyoming, the bill passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 50 to 10. However, the bill
was amended during committee and floor debate. The amendments were well intentioned and
expanded the bill but, in so doing, created real concerns about unintended consequences.
The problematic amendment could have removed or improved upon during committee hearings on the Senate side and at least one Senator was prepared to do that. The bill was assigned to
the Senate Revenue Committee under the Chairmanship of Senator John Schiffer (Kaycee). That
committee heard testimony by Representative Illoway; WEDA representatives; the Cheyenne,
Laramie County Economic Development Joint Powers Board and other economic development
entities across the state, outlining the difficulties presented by the current situation and supporting the proposed clarifications to the tax exempt statutes. Brenda Arnold, Laramie County As-
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LEADS BOARD
CHAIR
Matt Pope, First Interstate Bank
VICE CHAIR
Georgiana Stewart, First American Title Co.
SECRETARY
Dr. Darrel Hammon, Laramie County Community
College
TREASURER
Steve Lovas, US Bank
PAST CHAIR
Bob Strasheim, Mechanical Systems, Inc.
DIRECTORS
Tom Bass, American National Bank
Brian Bryant, Palomino Industries
Mike Ceballos, Qwest Corporation
Bill Edwards, Individual
Ron Engelhart, Bank of the West
Gary Imig, Sierra Trading Post
Jeﬀ McSchooler, EchoStar Communications
Scott Meier, Hathaway & Kunz, P.C.
Jim Murphy, AVI Engineering, Inc.
Joe Paiz, McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLP
Barry Sims, Taco John’s International
Connie Sloan-Cathcart, United Way of Laramie
County
Jan Stalcup, Individual
Mark Stege, Cheyenne Light, Fuel & Power
Tom Stuckey, Wells Fargo Bank Wyoming, NA
Stephanie Teubner, Warren Federal Credit Union
Scott Walker, Wyoming Tribune-Eagle
Leigh West, Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Rhonda Woodard, Woodard & White, P.C.
EX OFFICIO
John Gross, Eastern Laramie County
David Haring, Cheyenne Airport Board
Richard Kaysen, Mayor of Cheyenne
Jeﬀ Ketcham, Laramie County Commissioner
Mona Pearl, Joint Powers Board
Dale Steenbergen, Cheyenne Chamber of Commerce
LEADS STAFF
Randy Bruns, CEO
Scott Sutherland, Vice President
Erica Stoeckley, Director of Marketing
& Communications
Karen Gastineau, Oﬃce Manager
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“Tax Exemption” (continued from Page 3)
sessor, testified on behalf of the Wyoming Association of County Assessors. That
organization was neutral on the original bill but opposed, with good reasons, to
the bill as amended. After the testimony, Senator Grant Larson (Jackson) moved
to advance the bill so that it could be worked, however that motion died for lack
of a second. In addition to the Chairman, other committee members choosing not
to advance the bill were Senator Cale Case (Lander), Senator Marty Martin (Rock
Springs) and Senator Drew Perkins (Casper).
The legislative effort is now dead for this session and LEADS will continue to
pay nearly $80,000 a year in property taxes. LEADS is in a position to be able to do
this for a couple more years before we face the prospect of selling off business park
property that we now hold for job creation. However there are smaller economic
development groups around the state that could be in serious financial difficulties
even sooner. We are currently counseling our colleagues across Wyoming to be
extraordinarily cautious in how they use the Business Ready Communities grant
program. It appears to us that most of the intended uses of those funds could create liabilities that could cripple an economic development agency. That certainly
is too bad, particularly when the state so badly needs to continue its investment in
meaningful economic development and job diversification.

